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Alpine Style

MOUNTAIN PEOPLE

High country

connections

Two high country families have created an
innovative link, with Watson’s Mountain
Country Trail Rides and Kinloch Wines
coming together for a trail ride to the cellar
door. Here’s the story behind the two families.

The Kinlochs

When Malcolm and  Susan  Kinloch
purchased a 30 hectare (75 acre) grazing
property at Boorolite, south of Mansficld in
Victoria’s high country in 1993, it was the
culmination of a lot of thought about a
proposed shift from Melbourne.

The outcome is a boutique vineyard, cellar
door and fine food ouder. As Malcolm
explains it, he explored regions including the
Morningron Peninsula and the Yarra Valley,
however asking prices for potential vineyard

land were “astronomical”,

The Kinlochs then headed to the North East,

finally sclecting the property in Boorolite,
near Mansfield. “I was precty sure we had
found the right cool climare sitc — a northerly
aspect ringed by the mountains of the Great
Divid.ing Range giving a stunning aspect,
with goed soils and a gully with room for our
irrigation dam,” Malcolm said.

The decision that the site was probably not
suited to the bigger red varictics has proven
correct, so the plantng choices were
predominantly chardonnay, as well as some
pinot meunier, pinot noir and small parcels
of sauvignon blanc, riesling and tempranillo.
The Kinlochs moved permanently ro cheir
vineyard property in 2002 and haven'r looked

back. The wines, which can be tasted ar the

cellar door, have received gold medals and
“Best in the State” status.

Their “Don Kinloch” sparkling white, made
to the true French style is in popular demand.
Recognising the difficulty of finding a reail
market as “another” boutique producer, the
Kinlochs decided they would go down the
“cellar door with food” route (Susan being a
prerty accomplished foodic).

“We encourage visitors o our cellar door to
relax and feel at home — the cellar door is the
weekend hub for locals and friends to gather
~ food and wine is enjoyed by all and grear
conversation flows easily,” says Susan.
Having successfully made the move from
Melbourne and established a full time new
lifestyle in rural living and viticulture, where
do the Kinlochs go from here?

“We think we have gor the scale just abour
tight now, but our future pretty much depends
on what the next generarion want 10 do,
Malcolm said. “We are bath here doing what
we want to do and enjoying it as a result of
planning and deciding we wanted o change
our lifestyle and ereate something new.

“I think far too many people ar middle age
fail vo think through whar they want to do
with the rest of their lives.”

More info: www.kinlochwines.com.au

Left and above: Malcolm and Susan Kinloch
at their cellar doar.






